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CROWN LAND AS A DEVELOPMENT TOOL 
(CLADT) 


To create new investment and job opportunities, particularly 
in the northern part of the province, Ontario has adopted 
a more entrepreneurial attitude toward making undeveloped 
Crown land and resources available for a wide variety of 
uses. 


The initative, termed Crown Land as a Development Tool 
(CLADT), is being administered by the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources and forms part of the Government of 
Ontario's strategy. of encouraging regional economic 
development and diversification throughout the province. 


What is Crown Land? 


Public land managed by the Provincial government is call- 
ed Crown land. In Ontario, the government manages 87 
percent of the overall land base and 95 percent of the land 
north of the French and Mattawa rivers. 


Traditionally, this land has been retained by the government 
and managed for resource development and outdoor 
recreation opportunities. The CLADT initiative seeks to make 
Crown land more readily available to entrepreneurs for 
development purposes. 


How CLADT works... 


This initiative applies to all Crown land in the province, 
however, emphasis is on the north. The initiative is 
based on resource management with public input and 
a concern for wise, environmentally sound use of the 
resource. 


Employment opportunities will be created. 
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Peat moss extraction project. 


In order to implement and test the initiative, six primary 
development areas (PD.A.s) have been selected to focus 
development. The PD.A.s are Ear Falls, Ignace, Atikokan, 
Wawa, Whitney and the Lake Abitibi-Detour Lake Corridor 
near Cochrane. 


Groups and/or individuals with development ideas should 
contact the Ministry of Natural Resources office which ad- 
ministers the Crown land where their proposed project will 
occur. 


Some Development Ideas... 


Industries where potential for development exists have been 
identified in the province. These include peat moss extrac- 
tion, aquaculture, small-scale hydro developments, water- 
based recreation, tourism facilities (lodges, marinas, cam- 
pgrounds, etc.), alternative agriculture (Christmas tree farms, 
blueberry farms, fur farms, etc.) and cottage development. 


Peat... 


An estimated 15 to 20 percent of Canada’s peat resources 
are located in Ontario. Yet, despite being a large consumer 
of horticultural peat, Ontario produces only one or two per- 
cent of Canada’s annual production. The Government of 
Ontario will encourage the development of this resource, 
particularly in northern Ontario, where 90 percent of com- 
mercially viable peatlands are on Crown Lands. 


Aquaculture .. . 


Aquaculture is already an established industry in the pro- 
vince, yet it is not fully recognized for its development poten- 
tial. For example, Ontario currently produces only fifty per- 
cent of the existing provincial consumption of rainbow trout. 


Small Scale Hydro Development. . 


The development of small hydro sites will be encouraged 
to supplement the Ontario Hydro power grid and to reduce 
remote communities dependence upon diesel-powered 
electrical generators. 


Commercial Tourism. 


Opportunities exist for a variety of commercial tourism 
developments such as lodges, marinas, boat tours and 
campgrounds. Many spin-off benefits will be accrued to 
nearby communities, with outside dollars being brought into 
the economy and increased purchases of recreational 
equipment, supplies and services. 


Agriculture . 


The expansion of existing farms onto Crown lands and the 
establishment of alternative agricultural projects such as 
fur farms, blueberry farms, game farms and Christmas tree 
farms will diversify local economy as well as create new 
employment opportunities. 


Cottage Development . 


The sale of Crown cottage lots and the subsequent con- 
struction of cottages will generate significant economic ac- 
tivity and create employment. Additional economic benefits 
will be provided through annual maintenance and increased 
need of recreational equipment. 


Cottage development will create many spin off benefits. 
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LAKE ABITIBI/ DETOUR LAKE CORRIDOR 
PRIMARY DEVELOPMENT AREA (PDA) 


The Lake Abitibi/ Detour Lake Corridor PDA is located in 
Northeastern Ontario and comprises an area of nine thou- 
sand square kilometers. This broad arc of land extends 
south from the Detour Lake mine to encompass the com- 
munities of Cochrane, Iroquois Falls and Matheson, then 
eastward into the area of Lake Abitibi and along the Quebec 
border. This PDA is just north of the communities of Tim- 
mins and Kirkland Lake. 


The Polar Bear Express draws many tourists to the area. 


Access 


Road: 


Rail: 


Air: 


Much of the area is accessible by provincial 
highway. The main highway is Highway 11 runn- 
ing north from Toronto to Cochrane then west to 
Thunder Bay. Secondary highways include 101, 
from Matheson to the Quebec border; 574 east 
from Cochrane; 652 also known as Detour Lake 
Road, runs north from Cochrane to the Detour 
Lake Mine. 


A number of logging and other access roads run 
throughout the area. 


Via Rail, Ontario Northland and Canadian National 
railways provide service out of Cochrane. 


A municipal airport located just north of Cochrane 
provides commercial service. Float plane facilities 
are provided at Lillabelle Lake. Additional municipal 
airports providing access to the area are located 
at Porquis Junction, north of Iroquois Falls, and in 
Kirkland Lake. Timmins, which lies just south of 
the PDA, is served by major commercial air 
Carriers. 


Development strengths 


A number of features make this area attractive for 
development. 


The Polar Bear Express, a scenic train trip between 
Cochrane and Moosonee, is an established tourist attrac- 
tion drawing over 20 thousand people to the area annually. 


Lake Abitibi, the fifth largest lake in Ontario, is within the 
boundary. Although the potential and demand exists, little 
development has yet been undertaken. 


Many other lakes and river systems are also within the 
P.D.A. and provide opportunities for commercial tourism 
enterprises. 


The numerous outdoor recreation opportunities in the form 
of canoeing, camping, hunting and fishing already draw 
many people to the area. 


The close proximity to Quebec may draw tourist dollars in- 
to the area as well as provide additional markets for 
products. 


Both horticultural and fuel peat resources are abundant. 


One peat extraction project is already underway and there 
is potential for more. 


Opportunities 

The opportunities and possibilities for Crown land develop- 
ment and use in the Lake Abitibi-Detour Lake Area are 
numerous and diverse. 


Some potential developments could involve: 


peat moss extraction boat tours/rentals 
baitfish aquaculture alternative agriculture 
highway commercial centers Christmas tree farming 
cottage development fur farming 

marina facilities blueberry farming 
campgrounds cranberry farming 


tourist lodges 


Please note these are merely ideas and suggestions and 
many others exist. We can provide sound planning, the land 
and resources; it is up to you to provide the development 
ideas and expertise. 


Nearby Communities/Available Services 


A number of communities provide services to the area. 
Cochrane, Iroquois Falls and Matheson are within the boun- 
dary. Kirkland Lake, Smooth Rock Falls and Timmins are 
within close proximity. These communities have economic 
development committees designed to attract and assist new 
businesses. 
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4 Lake Abitibi 


Lake Abitibi-Detour Lake Primary Development Area has 
opportunitites for your development ideas. Take advantage 
of the CLADT initiative and make use of Crown land. If you 
have a proposal or are interested in further information, con- 
tact the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, 

2 Third Avenue, P.O. Box 730, Cochrane, Ontario 
POL 1CO. Tel. 705-272-4365. 

(Residents of Iroquois Falls and Smooth Rock Falls can 
call toll free — Dial 0 and ask the operator for Zenith 
73000). 
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